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frontier. General Colley, the Governor of Natal, raised a defence
force, but agreed to an armistice while negotiations were carried
on with President Kruger of the Republic. When the armistice
expired, Colley advanced and seized Majuba Hill, which com-
manded the Boer position. The next day the Boers drove the
British force off the hill, Colley himself being among the slain.
And all the while an answer from Kruger, accepting the terms,
was on its way to him.
What was the Government to do about it ? To annex the
Transvaal against the will of its inhabitants was repugnant to
every Liberal principle; but to cancel the annexation after a
military defeat seemed humiliating. Some members of the
Cabinet were for a middle course—to defeat the Boers and then
give them back their freedom; but it did not seem very dignified
to sacrifice hundreds of lives in order to demonstrate that the
British Empire was more powerful than a handful of Dutch
farmers ! Gladstone decided that the policy most worthy of a
Christian nation would also be the wisest. A treaty was made
by which the Boers recovered their independence on condition
that they did not enter into relations with any other European
Power, and that they admitted all white settlers to equal political
rights with themselves.
It is difficult to see what wiser or worthier course Gladstone
could have taken, but his opponents were confirmed in their
view that he was not to be trusted to uphold the prestige of
Britain in the eyes of foreigners (§ 310).
§ 316. trouble in ireland.—Another grave problem was
the state of Ireland. The Land Act of 1870 (§ 307) had been
the best that Gladstone could do in the face of a House of Lords
very jealous for the rights of property, but it fell far short
of being a real solution of the trouble. Its failure had been
accentuated by another terrible potato famine in 1879-80 ; for
thousands of families had been unable to pay their rent, and
had been turned out of their homes to die of exposure and
starvation. Their sufferings led to murder and outrage, and

